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PREFACE  TO  THE  REPORT. 


DISTRICT  HEALTH  OFFICE. 
COUNTY  OFFICES. 

HAVERFORDWEST. 

September,  1955. 


TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  : 


MR.  MAYOR  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


I have  the  pleasure  to  present  my  Annual  Report  upon 
matters  relating  to  the  health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1954. 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
the  constitution  of  the  relevant  Committees  is  included  in  the 
Report,  and  also  the  names  of  the  senior  officials  and  date  of  tak- 
ing up  duty. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  has  continued  to  increase, 
not  by  as  much  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  still  quite  considerably. 

The  number  of  births  and  the  birth  rate  continue  to  be 
satisfactory.  The  Borough  is  well  ahead  in  this  respect  in  rela- 
tion to  the  County  and  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  The  num- 
ber of  Still-Births  however  is  much  too  big.  The  causes  of  Still- 
Birth  are  various  and  not  clearly  understood.  There  is  an  open- 
ing for  research  in  this  field.  The  Illegitimate  births  are  also  on 
the  increase.  A social  enquiry  into  this  matter  might  yield  some 
useful  information. 

The  General  Death-Rate  dropped  considerably  over  the 
Registrar  General’s  figures  for  the  preceding  year.  The  rate, 
however,  is  still  in  excess  of  the  national  rate,  although  this  can 
be  largely  attributed  to  the  fact  that  64%  of  all  deaths  in  the 
Borough  were  in  persons  over  the  age  of  70  years.  This  is  an 
exceptionally  high  percentage. 

Turning  to  specific  causes  of  mortality,  it  will  be  noted  that 
the  increase  of  deaths  from  Cancer  continues.  Deaths  from 
Cancer  in  the  Borough  are  considerably  more,  relatively,  than  in 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  More  widespead  education  in 
regard  to  cancer  is  being  strongly  advocated  and  several  bodies 
have  produced  educational  literature.  This  may  help  to  some 
extent,  but  until  the  fundamental  cause  or  causes  are  known,  no 
real  improvement  can  be  expected  . It  is  gratifying  to  record 
that  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
Also  the  deaths  of  Infants  remain  at  a figure  which  compares 
favourably  with  the  county  and  the  country  as  a whole.  There  was 
a fairly  large  increase  in  Violent  Deaths.  A third  of  these  were 
due  to  accidents  in  the  home  There  is  a need  for  intensive  edu- 
cation of  the  community  as  to  the  causes  and  prevention  of  home 
accidents. 

With  the  exception  of  ten  cases  of  food  poisoning,  the 
notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  continued  to  decline.  A full 
report  of  the  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  is  given  as  an  appendix 
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to  this  Report.  It  is  the  first  outbreak  I have  encountered  in  the 
Borough  in  the  eight  years  in  which  I have  been  medical  officer. 
1 have  not  received  a notification  of  Diphtheria  over  the  same 
period. 

The  number  of  fresh  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
remains  satisfactory.  A few  years  ago  the  number  was  in  the 
region  of  eight  to  ten  fresh  cases  annually.  Now  it  is  in  the  region 
of  one  to  three.  It  is  the  feeling  amongst  some  medical  officers 
that  our  methods  of  preventing  spread  of  infection  are  not  com- 
prehensive enough  Stricter  supervision  of  sputum-positive  cases 
would  seem  to  be  necessary  if  the  disease  is  to  be  brought  under 
control. 

Apart  from  the  question  of  reserve  storage,  the  water 
supply  is  satisfactory.  The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the 
Milk  supply  is  indicated  by  the  large  percentage  of  satisfactory 
samples. 

The  Housing  programme,  generally  speaking,  continues  to 
meet  the  housing  demand.  The  future  programme  will  need  to 
take  into  account  rehousing  from  probable  slum  clearance  areas 
in  addition  to  the  normal  demand.  Also  a larger  proportion  of 
Old  Persons  Bungalows  would  seem  desirable. 

Although  there  was  a return  to  private  slaughtering  during 
the  year,  the  value  of  work  at  the  Slaughterhouse  has  been  main- 
tained, and  still  occupies  a considerable  portion  of  time  of  the 
staff. 


The  solution  of  the  problem  of  refuse  bins,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  new  refuse  tip,  should  both  result  in  a great 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  general  hygiene  and  sanitation. 
The  problem  of  the  river  between  the  bridges  requires  serious 
consideration.  At  present  it  is  certainly  prejudicial  to  health, 
apart  from  being  aesthetically  offensive. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
and  the  officers  for  their  continued  courtesy  and  co-operation. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Y.  SPEEDY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  RELEVANT 
COMMITTEES  1954-55. 

HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR  : Clr.  Claude  E.  Davies,  M.M. 

DEPUTY  MAYOR  : Alderman  R.  G.  Noott,  J.P. 

SHERIFF  : Clr.  C.  Ivor  Male. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  SANITARY  COMMITTEE  : 

Clr.  Herbert  Dickenson. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  HOUSING  COMMITTEE  : 

Alderman  Leslie  H.  Ellis. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  WATER  COMMITTEE  : 

Alderman  R.  F.  Foster,  T.D.,  D.L. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  BOROUGH  COMMITTEE  : 

Councillor  J.  F.  W.  Green,  T.D. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  : Clr.  Rev.  E.  F.  Green. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  RATING  COMMITTEE  : Clr.  Colin  T.  Price. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  PARKS  AND  RECREATION  COMMITTEE  : 
Alderman  L.  T.  Fisher. 

OTHER  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  (on  all  committees): 

Clr.  W.  A.  Davies. 

Clr.  Trevor  D.  Evans,  J.P. 

Clr.  J.  A.  Harries. 

Clr.  G.  Howells. 

Clr.  C.  B.  James. 

Clr.  Thomas  G.  Parry. 

SENIOR  OFFICIALS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

CLERK  : R.  Ivor  Rees. 

Date  of  appointment — 23-10-1945. 

DEPUTY  CLERK  : Leslie  Gibbon. 

Date  of  appointment — 23-1-1920. 

SURVEYOR  AND  ENGINEER  : 

J.  B.  Hemmingway,  F.R.I.C.S.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.R.San.I. 

Date  of  appointment — 1-10-1947. 

TREASURER  : F.  R.  Lowther,  F.C.A. 

Date  of  appointment — 1-6-1924. 

SENIOR  SANITARY  OFFICER  : D.  B.  Evans,  M.S.I.A. 

Date  of  appointment — 20-6-1938. 

ASST.  SANITARY  OFFICER  : D.  J.  Humphreys,  M.S.I.A. 
Date  of  appointment — 1-5-1953. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

W.  J.  Y.  Speedy,  M.B.,  L.R.C.P.  and  S.D.P.H. 

Date  of  appointment — 1-10-1947. 
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Part  I 


VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  (estimated  mid-year) 

...  7,600 

Natural  Increase  in  Population 

... 

...  =41 

Crude  Death-Rate 

. . . 

13.6 

(a) 

Corrected  Death-Rate 

... 

...  13.4 

(a) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

...  27.6 

(b) 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 

...  13.8 

(b) 

Cancer  Death-Rate 

2.7 

(a) 

Tuberculosis  Death-Rate 

...  Nil. 

(a) 

Crude  Birth-Rate 

... 

... 

19.0 

(a) 

Corrected  Birth-Rate 

... 

17.6 

(a) 

Still  Birth-Rate 

• • V 

...  52.3 

(c) 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate 

...  69.0 

(b) 

Notification  Rate  of  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

0.26 

(a) 

(a)  Per  1000  of  Population. 

(b)  Per  1000  Live  Births. 

(c)  Per  1000  Live  and  Still  Births. 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 


LIVE 

BIRTHS. 

STILL 

BIRTHS. 

M 

F 

Total. 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

73 

62 

135 

3 

5 

8 

Illegitimate  .. 

7 

3 

10 

- 

- 

80 

65 

145 

3 

5 

8 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 
Live  Births 
Still  Births 
Illegitimate  Births 


153. 

145. 

8. 

10. 


There  were  15  more  males  born  than  females  i.e.  10 


In  1947  and  1948  there  were  more  females  born  than  males. 
But  since  1949  the  males  have  been  in  the  majority  from 
2% -15%. 
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GENERAL  BIRTH-RATES. 


WUgii  A WA  X0UT 

Corrected  Birth-Rate  fcr 
Borough  for  1954 


Crude  Birth-Rate  for  Bor- 
ough for  1954 


19.0/1000  population. 
17.6/1000  population. 
16.7/1000  population. 
17.3/1000  oppulation. 
15.2/1000  population. 


Corrected  Birth-Rate  for 
Pembrokeshire  for  1954 


iJUi  UU5II  A Ui  1«7UT  ... 

Crude  Birth-Rate  for  Pem- 
brokeshire for  1954 


Birth-Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1954 


The  Birth-Rate  in  the  Borough  increased  somewhat  over 
the  preceding  year.  This  is  the  third  successive  year  showing 
an  increase. 

The  rate  in  the  Borough  is  considerably  higher  than  the 
Rate  for  the  County  and  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


STILLBIRTHS. 

Still-Birth  Rate  for  Borough 

for  1954  ...  ...  ...  52. 3/1000Total  Births. 

Still-Birth  Rate  for  Pem- 
brokeshire for  1954  ...  ...  25.1/1000  Total  Births. 

Still-Birth  Rate  for  England 

and  Wales  for  1954  ...  ...  24.0/1000  Total  Births. 

The  number  of  Still-Births  in  the  Borough  was  four  times 
as  many  as  for  the  preceding  year.  Consequently  the  Still-Birth 
Rate  is  very  high. 

The  causes  of  Still-Births  are  varied  and  often  obscure. 
There  is  a challenge  here,  however,  to  all  responsible  or  interested 
in  ante-natal  and  natal  care. 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  for 

Borough  for  1954  ...  ...  69.0/1000  Live  Births. 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  for 

Pembrokeshire  for  195*  ...  39.9/1000  Live  Births. 

Ilegitimate  Birth-Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for 

1954  ...  ...  ...  ...  46.0/1000  Live  Births. 


The  Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  for  the  Borough  was  considerably 
increased  over  the  preceding  year,  and  compares  unfavourably 
with  the  rate  for  the  county  and  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  Illegitimate  Births  have  steadily  increased  in  the  Borough 
over  the  past  few  years.  The  explanation  of  this  may  be  that 
many  births  take  place  in  the  local  hospital,  which  are  attributed 
to  the  Borough  because  of  no  other  fixed  address  of  the  parent. 

On  a scutiny  of  the  Register  only  five  Illegitimate  births  have 
been  attributed  by  me  to  Haverfordwest  Borough,  which  brings 
the  Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  below  the  rates  for  the  County  and 
Engand  and  Wales. 

The  same  situation  applies  to  the  question  of  Still-Births. 


♦ DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS. 

M 

F 

Total 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circula- 
tory System 

...  23 

15 

38 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

9 

12 

21 

Diseases  of  Blood,  Brain  and 
Nervous  Systems  (Vascular 
Lesions)) 

3 

10 

13 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
(excluding  Cancer  and  T.B.) 

5 

5 

10 

Violent  Deaths 

4 

3 

7 

Diseases  of  Kidneys  and  Urinary 
System 

2 

1 

3 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  Malformities 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Specific  Infectious  Diseases 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Maternal  Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unclassified 

5 

5 

10 

53 

51 

104 

In  total  males  and  females  were  more  or  less  equally  affected. 
There  was  a preponderance  of  Heart  Conditions  in  Males,  and  a 
preponderance  of  Cancer  and  Diseases  of  Brain  in  Females. 


GENERAL  DEATH-RATES. 

Crude  Death-Rates  for  Borough 
for  1954 

Corrected  Death-Rates  for  Bor- 
ough for  1954 

Crude  Death-Rate  for  Pembroke- 
shire for  1954 

Crude  Death-Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1954 


13.6/1000  population. 
13.4/1000  population. 
12.6/1000  population. 
11.3/1000  population. 


The  Death-Rate  for  the  Borough  increased  somewhat  over 
the  preceding  year.  There  was  an  increase  in  Cancer  deaths, 
Violent  Deaths  and  Deaths  from  Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease, 
which  would  account  for  much  of  the  increase. 

Also  it  will  be  seen  from  the  next  section  that  64%  of  all 
deaths  were  in  persons  over  the  age  of  70  years. 


DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  AGE-GROUPS. 

0-1  years  af  age  ...  4 30-50  years  of  age  ...  8 

1 -15  years  of  age  ] 

} ...  Nil  50-70  years  of  age  ...  25 

15-30  years  of  age  J 70+  years  of  age  ...  66  (64%) 

TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY. 

Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  separately  later  in  the  report. 
It  may  be  noted  here,  however,  that  there  were  no  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  in  the  Borough  during  1954. 


CANCER  MORTALITY. 

Cancer  Death-Rate  for  Borough 

for  1954  ...  ...  ...  2.7/1000  population. 

Cancer  Death-Rate  for  England 

and  Wales  for  1954  ...  ...  2.0/1000  population. 
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The  Cancer  Death-Rate  has  shown  a small  increase  over  the 
preceding  year,  and  has  in  fact  been  slowly  increasing  over  the 
past  three  years.  The  rate  is  somewhat  higher  in  the  Borough 
than  in  England  and  Wales  generally. 


The  following  is  a classification  of  sites  affected  : — 


SITE. 

M 

F 

Total. 

Lungs 

...  — 

1 

1 

Stomach  and  Intestines 

6 

4 

10 

Mouth  and  Skin 

— 

1 

1 

Breast 

...  — 

2 

2 

Urinary  Organs 

— 

1 

1 

Uteries  and  Ovaries  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Unclassified 

3 

2 

5 

9 12  21 


The  deaths  took  place  in  the  following  age-groups  : — 

0-30  years  of  age.  ...  0. 

30-50  ...  3. 

50-70  „ „ „ ...  4. 

70+  „ „ „ ...  14. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Nil. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Bor- 
ough for  1954  ...  ...  ...  27.6/1000  Live-Births. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Pem- 
brokeshire for  1954  ...  ...  32.6/1000  Live  Births. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  for  1954  ...  ...  25.5/1000  Live  Births. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  increased  over  the  preceding 
year.  The  Rate,  however,  compares  favourably  with  the  Rate 
for  the  County,  and  also  with  the  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales. 

Out  of  the  four  Infant  Deaths,  two  took  place  during  the 
first  four  weeks  of  life,  i.e.  in  the  neo-natal  period.  And  all  four 
took  place  during  the  first  three  months  of  life. 


VIOLENT  DEATHS. 

The  following  is  a classification  of  the  Violent  Deaths  : — 


Age-Group 

Road. 

Accidents. 

Home 

Accidents 

Suicide. 

Total. 

0-50  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50-70  years 

1 

1 

3 

5 

70+  years 

1 

2 

0 

3 

2 

3 

A 

8 

There  was  a large  increase  in  Violent  Deaths  over  the  preced- 
ing year.  The  majority  of  these  could  possibly  have  been  pre- 
vented, especially  the  home  accidents. 

A summary  of  the  chief  causes  of  home  accidents  is  attached 
to  this  report  at  Appendix  2. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


INCIDENCE. 


The  following  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
year  : — 


Whooping-cough 

Food-Poisoning 

Dysentery 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Para-typhoid 


M 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


F 

12 

8 

2 

1 

1 


during  the 

Total. 

17 

10 

3 

2 

2 

1 


This  represents  a low  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease.  There 
were  no  measles  notified,  and  the  numbers  of  whooping-cough 
were  small. 

The  Para-typhoid  and  Dysentery  were  single  mild  cases  and 
gave  rise  to  no  alarm  from  a Public  Health  point  of  view. 

The  Food-poisoning  cases  occurred  together  in  an  outbreak 
at  a local  restaurant.  The  cause  was  attributed  to  Metallic  con- 
tamination of  food,  and  the  metal  suspected  was  zinc.  A full 
account  of  this  outbreak  is  attached  at  Appendix  3 of  this  Report. 

It  will  be  noted  that  for  the  7th  successive  year  there  has  not 
been  a case  of  Diphtheria. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  there  was  no  case  of  Poliomyelitis 
notified  during  the  year. 

MORTALITY. 

One  death  was  attributed  to  Influenza  and  four  deaths  to 
Pneumonia. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (i.e.  Primarily  affecting  Lungs 
and  Respiratory  System). 

The  following  fresh  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 


notified  during  the  year  : 
Age-groups. 

M 

F 

Total 

0-15  years 

- 

1 

1 

15-30  years 

-* 

1 

1 

30+  years 

- 

- 

0 

2 

2 

This  is  an  increase  of  one  over  the  preceding  year.  The  situa- 
tion is,  however,  fairly  satisfactory. 

There  were  no  deaths  attributed  primarily  to  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  two  deaths  for 
the  previous  year. 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  was  one  fresh  case  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year. 

There  were  no  deaths. 
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Part  II. 


Environmental  Hygiene. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

SOURCES  OF  SUPPLY. 

1.  Prescelly.  The  Prescelly  gathering  grounds  and  Impound- 
ing Reservoir  (capacity  160,000,000  gallons)  are  situated  in  North 
East  Pembrokeshire.  As  a constituent  member  of  the  Prescelly 
Water  Board  the  Borough  has  an  allocation  from  this  source. 
The  present  allocation  is  350,000  gallons  per  day.  This  water  is  a 
typical  upland  surface  water,  being  soft  and  somewhat  acid. 
It  is  relatively  free  frm  pollution,  and  passes  through  a modern 
filtration  and  chlorination  plant  before  entering  the  trunk  main. 
The  chemical  and  bacteriological  condition  of  the  water  is  con- 
trolled, at  source,  by  routine  sampling  (organised  by  the  Engineer 
of  the  Prescelly  Water  Board). 

2.  Crowhill  Well.  This  is  a shallow  well  on  the  western  bank 
of  the  Western  Cleddau,  situated  approximately  one  mile  of  the 
Borough.  The  supply  is  fluctuating,  but  on  the  average  150,000 
gallons  per  day  are  provided  from  this  source. 

This  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  well,  being  rather  heavily 
polluted  at  times.  It  is  then  pumped  to  Service  Reservoirs  at  Port- 
field  and  City  Road. 

Service  Reservoirs.  The  present  storage  reservoirs  in  the 
Borough  which  are  filled  from  both  sources  hold  approximately 
one  day’s  supply  of  water. 

The  storage  of  water  is  inadequate  to  meet  emergencies. 
Land  is  being  acquired  for  a new  reservoir  at  Portfield  Gate,  the 
estimated  capacity  of  which  is  440,000  gallons.  It  is  most  desir- 
able that  this  proposed  reservoir  be  completed  as  soon  as 
possible. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

No.  of  new  premises  con- 
nected during  1954 

116 

No.  of  service  renewals  dur- 
ing 1954 

55 

Average  daily  consumption 
of  water  during  1954  ... 

436,000  gallons. 

Average  daily  consumption/ 
head  of  population 

58  gallons 

SAMPLING. 


GENERAL  BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLING. 


Samples  are  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Carmarthen,  for  testing  and  report. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  sampling  during  the  year  : 

Satisfactory  ...  44  samples 

Doubtful  ...  ...  3 

Unsatisfactory  ...  9 


Total  ...  56 
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The  majority  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  occurred  in  one 
month,  during  a period  when  work  was  proceeding  in  the  Pres- 
celly  mains. 

In  addition  to  the  above  routine  bacteriological  examinations, 
examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Prescelly  headworks  (both 
before  and  after  treatment),  (see  Annual  Report  for  Milford 
Haven). 


CHEMICAL  SAMPLING. 

Routine  chemical  sampling  of  the  Prescelly  source  of  supply 
is  carried  out  routinely  at  the  headworks  (see  Annual  Report 
for  Milford  Haven). 

Two  Chemical  samples  from  the  Crowhill  source  were  taken 
during  the  year.  These  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


MILK  SAMPLING. 

GENERAL  SAMPLING. 

The  sampling  scheme  of  milk  at  consumer  level  was  continued 
during  the  year.  Samples  were  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Carmarthen,  for  testing  and  reports.  The  Methylene 
Blue  Test  was  used  for  the  general  bacteriological  samples,  and 
the  Phosphatase  Test  for  Pasteurised  samples. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  sampling  during  the  year  : 


RAW  MILK  (Designated). 


General  Public  : 

Satisfactory 

64  .. 

Doubtful 

1 .. 

Unsatisfactory 

8 .. 

, . Total 

73 

Schools  : 

Satisfactory 

3 .. 

Doubtful 

...  — .. 

Unsatisfactory 

3 .. 

,.  Total 

6 

RAW  MILK  (Ungraded). 


General  Public  : 


Satisfactory 

9 .. 

. 

Doubtful 

— .. 

Unsatisfactory 

1 .. 

. Total  10. 

PASTEURISED  MILK. 
General  Public  : 

Satisfactory 

33  .. 

Doubtful 

Nil  .. 

Unsatisfactory 

Nil  .. 

Total  33. 

Schools  : 

Satisfactory 

30  .. 

. 

Doubtful 

Nil  .. 

Unsatisfactory 

Total  samples 

..  157. 

5 .. 

.'  Total  35. 
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SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  SAMPLING 


Satisfactory 

139 

(88.6%) 

Doubtful 

1 

( 0.6%) 

Unsatisfactory 

17 

(10.8%) 

157 

The  figure  of  88.6%  Satisfactory  samples  is  an  improvement 
upon  the  preceding  year,  and  reflects  a high  standard  of  hygiene 
and  cleanliness  in  the  production  and  handling  of  milk.  This  may 
be  compared  with  the  figure  of  59%  Satisfactory  samples  for  the 
year  1949,  the  first  full  year  the  sampling  was  in  operation. 


SPECIAL  (Biological)  SAMPLING. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  samples  for  biological 
examination  during  the  year. 


BOTTLE  COUNTS.: 

No  bottle  counts  were  taken  during  the  year. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  is  a summary  of 
Borough  : 

Ungraded — Raw 
Ungraded — Pasteurised 
Designated — Raw 
Designated — Pasteurised 


Milk  Distributors  in  the 


1 ... 

2 ... 

4 ... 

1 ...  Total  8. 


There  has  been  a continuous  increase  each  year  of  the 
amount  of  Designated  Milk  and  Pasteurised  Milk  supplied  to 
the  public. 

A successful  prosecution  was  carried  out  against  a retailer 
selling  undesignated  milk  in  T.T.  bottles. 

There  are  four  (4)  milk  bottling  dairies  in  the  district. 
These  were  inspected  regularly  during  the  year.  Three  statutory 
notices  were  served. 


HOUSING. 

HOUSING  PROGRAMME  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  new  buildings  in  the  Borough 
for  1954  : 


Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  93 

Admiralty  Houses  ...  ...  ...  46 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  147 

At  31st  December,  1954,  a further  91  Council  houses  were  in 
course  of  erection. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Post  War  Council  buildings  : 

1946/47  ...  Prefabricated  Bungalows  ...  ...  50 

1948  ...  Permanent  Houses  ...  ...  20 

1949  ...  „ „ ...  ...  42 

1950  ...  „ „ ...  ...  36 

1951  ...  ,.  „ ...  ...  47 

1952  ...  „ ,.  ...  ...  106 

1953  ...  „ „ ...  ...  130 

1954  ...  „ ...  ...  93 

Total  ...  ...  524 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  all  housing  under  Council 


control  at  the  end  of  1954  : 


PRE-WAR. 


Traditional  Houses 

..  248 

Others 

12 

Total 

260 

260 

POST-WAR. 

Prefabricated  Bungalows 

50 

Traditional  Houses 

...  386 

Flats 

52 

Airy  Type  Houses 

22 

Old  People’s  Bungalows 

10 

Hutments 

1 

Total 

521 

521 

781 

HOUSING  DEMAND  AND  NEED. 

Applications  for  Re-Hous5ng  in  Hand  (Mid 

1955): 

1.  For  Traditional  Houses  or  Flats  : — 

Subsidised 

48 

Non-subsidised 

...  210 

2.  For  Old  Persons’ Bungalows 

36 

Total 

...  294 

294 

DEMOLITION,  CLEARANCE  AREAS,  ETC. 

Estimated  number  of  families  required  to  be 

re-housed  over  a long  term  period 

45 

Total 

...  339 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

Ten  Improvement  Grants  totalling  £1,715  were  made  during 
the  year. 


CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

The  programme  to  deal  with  low  category  premises  in  block 
has  not  been  finally  decided. 

I should  like  to  see  a five  or  ten-year-programme  outlined  for 
this  purpose. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1954. 


No.  of  Routine  Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  232 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  33 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Section  II  Notices  ...  ...  ...  27 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  Made  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  Effected  ...  ...  0 

No.  of  Orders  outstanding  at  31st  Dec.,  1954  ...  19 

No.  of  Undertakings  Accepted  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Complete  House  Surveys  ...  ...  71 
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FOOD  CONTROL. 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND 
DRUGS  ACT. 

Prepared  Foods  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ice  Cream  Premises  : 


Producers 

3 

Retailers 

42 

Slaughter  Houses 

1 

Knackers  Yards 

Nil 

Dairies 

4 

Mineral  Water  Factories 

... 

2 

FOOD  STUFF  CONDEMNED. 

Tinned  : Fruit 

223  tins. 

Vegetables 

133 

1 1 

Milk 

63 

1 1 

Meat 

51 

Cream 

48 

yy 

Ham 

12 

Soups 

2 

11 

Shrimps 

2 

11 

Others  : Bacon 

307  lbs. 

Flour 

278 

Sausage  Rusk 

112 

11 

Custard  Powder  ... 

56 

yy 

Fish 

44 

Sausage 

32 

11 

Dried  Milk 

21 

11 

Chocolate 

9 J 

11 

Cheese 

5 

11 

Marshmallow  (pkts.) 

120 

Rabbits 

60 

Breadrolls 

48 

Puddings 

12 

Cockles 

3 gallons. 

CAFES,  HOTELS  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  these  premises  in  the 
Borough  : 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  11 

Hotels  ...  ...  7 

Mobile  Canteens  ...  2 

Total  ...  20 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  eight  bakehouses  in  the  Borough. 


MINERAL  WATER  FACTORIES. 

There  are  two  Mineral  Water  Factories  in  th<-  Borough. 
Some  bottle  rinsings  were  taken  from  these  factories  during  the 
year.  These  were  not  satisfactory,  and  further  rinsings  are  re- 
quired. Rinsings  should  be  taken  as  a routine,  the  *ame  as  for 
milk,  water  and  Ice  Cream. 


ICE-CREAM. 

There  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of  retailers 
of  Ice-Cream,  and  presumably  an  increase  in  its  consumption. 
The  number  of  Producers  and  Retailers  are  listed  under  the 
Section  dealing  with  Registered  premises. 
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^ The  sampling  scheme  for  general  bacteriological  examination 
was  continued  during  the  year.  Samples  were  forwarded  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  and  report.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a summary  of  the  results  of  sampling  : 

Grade  1 (Highly  Satisfactory)  ...  24  1 

Grade  II  (Satisfactory)  ...  8 J 84% 

Grade  III  (Doubtful)  ...  3 

Grade  IV  (Unsatisfactory)  ...  3 


Total  ...  38 

These  results  show  a marked  improvement  over  the  preceding 
year,  and  point  io  a reasonably  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in 
the  production  and  handling  of  Ice  Cream. 

The  majority  of  retailers  sell  pre-packed  Ice  Cream  from 
national  distributors,  such  as  Walls  and  Lyons.  Samples  of  these 
are  usually  highly  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  Slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  continued  to  serve  the 
town  and  the  surrounding  district  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  slaughtering  carried  out  dur- 
ing 1954  : 


Cattle 

3,627 

Calves 

1,518 

Sheep 

11,692 

Pigs 

•• 

4,588 

Total 

. 21,425 

This  shows  a small  reduction  in  slaughtering  over  the  pre- 
ceding year,  but  still  is  well  above  the  post-war  average. 

The  classification  of  carcases  condemned  is  given  in  Table  A. 
Regional,  or  local,  condemnation  statistics  are  given  in 
Table  B. 

TABLE  A. 

CARCASES  CONDEMNED  DURING  1954. 


Heifers& 


Cows. 

Bulls. 

Steers. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs  Total 

Tuberculosis  106 

1 

20 

13 

— 

5 

145 

Emaciation  ...  145 

5 

11 

7 

38 

5 

211 

Septic 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Hydatid  Disease 

3 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

2 

Odourous 

5 

— 

- 

2 

— 

7 

Pyrexia 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Immaturity  ... 

- 

- 

- 

18 

- 

- 

18 

Joint  111 

— 

- 

- 

4 

- 

4 

Pyraemia 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

1 

5 

Septic  Pneumonia 

- 

— 

— 

2 

8 

Moribund 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

1 

11 

Hydraemia 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Septic  Arthirtis 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

5 

5 

Multiple  Growths 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

2 

2 

Swine  Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Uraemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

2 

John’s  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Imperfect  Bleeding  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ragweed  poisoning 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

N.B.  The  figures  for  Tuberculosis  and  Emaciation  are  excep- 
tionally high  due  to  the  large  numbers  of  Re-actors  brought  to  the 
Slaughterhouse  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  B.  9 

REGIONAL  CONDEMNATION  DURING  1954. 

Beef.  Sheep.  Pigs. 

Localised  T.B.  ...  7,929  lbs.  - 2,512  lbs. 

C.  Bovis  ...  1,125  lbs. 

Bruising  ...  1,740  lbs.  175  lbs.  356  lbs. 

Others  (offals) 

Mostly  T.B.  ...  54,917  lbs.  3,1971bs  436  lbs. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  one  of  the 
Restaurants  during  the  year.  A full  account  of  this  outbreak 
is  given  at  Appendix  3 to  this  Report. 

There  were  no  other  notified  cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 

Sixty-eight  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  department 
in  connection  with  the  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  and  sonne- 
dysentry  enquiries. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Two  prosecutions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  in  regard 
to  a foreign  body  in  a bottle  of  mineral  water,  and  a nail  in  a 
biscuit 

Warnings  were  issued  in  regard  to  butter  contaminated  with 
mineral  oil,  and  foreign  bodies  in  bread. 

Formal  notices  were  served  in  bakehouses  in  regard  to 
cleanliness. 

An  Ice  Cream  producer-retailer  was  required  to  install 
adequate  plant. 

Ninety-four  visits  were  made  under  the  Shops  Act,  special 
attention  being  paid  to  the  Pets  Shop,  and  the  premises  are  of  a 
high  standard  of  hygiene. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

A total  of  122  premises  in  the  borough  were  subject  to  the 
Factories  Act  1937  and  1943.  140  inspections  were  carried  out, 

10  written  notices  served,  and  one  prosecution,  during  the  year. 

No  cases  were  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  but  one 
case  was  referred  to  the  Council  by  the  Inspector. 

All  the  defects  found  (15)  were  due  to  insufficient  sanitary 
accommodation,  and  these  were  rectified. 

The  number  of  out-workers  is  estimated  at  26.  In  the  majority 
of  cases  no  lists  of  out-workers  were  supplied  to  the  Council. 
This  matter  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council 
in  previous  occasions,  and  strong  action  is  required  to  remedy 
the  situation. 

Part  III. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

The  problem  of  unsatisfactory  refuse  receptacles  used  by 
householders  has  been  commented  upon  for  many  years.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  there  will  soon  be  an  improvement  in  this  respect. 

Refuse  is  collected  by  covered  refuse  vehicles,  and  collections 
take  place  three  times  weekly. 

Refuse  continues  to  be  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  the  Frolic. 
Negotiations  to  procure  another  tip  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
Borough  are  in  hand.  It  is  hoped  that  when  this  new  tip  is 
acquired  properly  controlled  tipping  will  take  place. 
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%SEYVERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  majority  of  sewage  and  waste  from  the  Borough  is  dis- 
charged, untreated,  into  the  river  Cleddau  as  it  passes  through 
the  town.  The  potential  danger  to  health  has  oeen  stressed  for 
many  years.  The  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  river  requires  to 
be  transferred  further  downstream,  or  partially  treated  before 
discharge,  or  both. 

The  Joint  Disposal  Scheme  at  Merlin’s  Bridge,  with  the 
Haverfordwest  Rural  District  Council,  is  now  in  operation,  and 
covers  the  Dale  Road  area  of  the  Borough.  The  completion  of 
this  scheme  provides  for  practically  100"  coverage  in  the  Borough. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

A Rodent  Operator  for  the  Borough  was  appointed  on 
1st  March,  1954. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  rodent  control  during  the 


year 


Business  premises  ... 

No.  of  Surveys. 
54 

No.  of  Tre 
26 

Dwelling  Houses 

271 

189 

Council  Property  ... 

36 

24 

Sewers 

2 

2 

Agricultural  Property 

10 

— 

Refuse  Tip 

2 

2 

GENERAL  NUISANCES. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  general  nuisances  during  the 
year  : — 

Defective  Drains  ...  14 

Cesspits  ...  ...  5 

Deposits  in  River  ...  3 

Pigs  ...  ...  1 

Disposals  of  Surgical 
Dressings  ...  1 

Four  verbal  warnings,  and  13  intimation  notices  served. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

Four  premises  were  fumigated  following  notification  of 
Infectious  Disease,  and  eight  visits  made. 

Thirty-six  premises  were  treated  for  infestation  with  cock- 
roaches, ants,  fleas,  etc.  102  visits  were  made. 


MORTUARIES. 

The  Mortuary  on  St.  Thomas’  Green  is  jointly  used  with  the 
Haverfordwest  Rural  District  Council. 

It  is  satisfactorily  equipped  and  in  a clean  condition. 


PUBLIC  HOUSES. 

All  premises  have  now  adequate  sanitary  accommodation, 
and  glass  washing  facilities. 


PUBLIC  HALLS  AND  CINEMAS. 

Majority  have  adequate  sanitary  accommodation. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  position  regarding  Public  Conveniences  remains  reason- 
ably satisfactory.  There  would,  however,  appear  to  be  a need 
for  a further  convenience  nearer  the  centre  of  the  town  to  serve 
the  shopping  area. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

Public  Baths  and  Wash-houses 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Exhumations. 

Burial  of  the  Vagrant  Dead. 
Removal  of  Persons  to  Institutions. 
Offensive  Trades 


Nil  to  report. 


APPENDICES. 

Appendix  1.  Statistics  for  visit  of  Miniature  Mass  Radio- 
graphy Unit  1954. 

Appendix  2.  Main  causes  of  Home  Accidents. 

Appendix  3.  Account  of  Outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning. 


APPENDIX  I.  HAVERFORDWEST 


MINIATURE  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY— SEPT.,  1954. 
General  Population  and  Schoolchildren. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Total  attendance 

847 

967 

1.814 

Total  abnormal 

38 

40 

78 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 
1.  Definite  cases 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Requiring  further  in- 
vestigation 

5 

8 

13 

3.  Healed  T.B. 

7 

8 

15 

Other  abnormalities  : . 

1.  Bony  abnormality 

7 

17 

24 

2.  Bronchitis  and  Emphy- 
sema 

8 

5 

13 

3.  Brochiectasis 

4 

1 

5 

4.  Pneumoconiosis 

5- 

— 

5 

5.  Basal  Fibrosis 

1 

1 

2 

6.  Thickened  Pleura 

4 

2 

6 

Attendance  according  to 

age-groups. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  15  years 

257 

237 

594 

15-24  years 

176 

335 

511 

25-34  years 

156 

188 

344 

35-44  years 

138 

102 

240 

45-59  years 

97 

73 

170 

847 

967 

1,814 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  total  numbers  attending 
over  the  preceding  visit  of  the  unit  . 712  children  were  examined 
in  school  parties  along  with  12  teaching  staff. 


APPENDIX  2. 

HOME  SAFETY. 

There  are  approximately  2,000,000  accidents  in  the  home  each 
year  of  all  kinds.  Over  7,000  of  these  are  fatal,  and  a great  many 
more  cause  serious  suffering  and  disability.  The  majority  of 
accidents  affect  the  aged  (50%  over  age  of  65  years'*  and  the  young 
(25%  under  15  years). 
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The  following 
Home  Accidents  : 


is  a Classification  of  the  major  categories  of 


Falls 

...  58% 

Burns  and  Scalds 

...  13% 

Suffocation 

...  12% 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning 

...  8% 

Others 

...  9% 

Total 

...  100% 

FALLS.  The  following  are  some  of  the  causes  of  falls  in  the 
home. 

1.  Bad  lighting,  both  artificial  and  natural. 

2.  Unsound  or  unsafe  stairs  and  flooring. 

3.  Highly  polished  surfaces. 

4.  Small  changes  in  levels  at  doorways,  halls,  etc. 

5.  Elderly  people  standing  on  chairs,  etc.,  to  carry  out  minor 
repairs  (or  alterations)  or  putting  up  decorations. 


BURNS  AND  SCALDS.  The  following  are  some  of  the  causes 
of  accidents  due  to  burns  and  scalds  : 

1.  Unguarded  fires  (infants). 

2.  Unswept  chimneys. 

3.  Pots  and  pans  left  on  edge  of  stoves  and  ranges  and 
with  handles  protruding. 


SUFFOCATION.  The  following  are  some  of  the  causes  of 
suffocation. 

1.  Too  high  and  too  soft  pillows  for  infants  (low,  hard 
pillow,  or  none  at  all  is  best). 

2.  Pets  (cats  and  dogs)  gaining  access  to  infants  sleeping 
in  prams  and  cots. 

3.  Adults  sleeping  in  same  bed  as  infants. 

COAL  GAS  POISONING.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
causes  of  this  type  of  accident  : 

1.  Coke,  etc.,  combusted  in  unsuitable  fires. 

2.  Faulty  gas  stoves,  taps  and  connections  (taps  should  be 
of  the  kind  which  cannot  accidentally  be  turned  on). 

3.  Running  of  car  engines  in  confined  spaces. 

ELECTRICAL  INSTALLATIONS. 

1.  Faulty  switches  or  connections  should  be  attended 
immediately  by  qualified  persons. 

2.  Power  plugs  should  either  be  out  of  reach  of  infants,  or 
be  of  the  safety  type  where  it  is  impossible  for  fingers 
to  touch  live  sockets. 

3.  It  is  very  dangerous  to  handle  any  electric  switch  or 
apparatus  With  wet  hands. 

For  this  reason,  there  should  be  no  such  switch 
within  easy  reach  of  a bath,  wash-house  basin  or  sink. 


APPENDIX  3. 

HAVERFORDWEST  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 

Special  Report  upon  an  outbreak  of  Food-Poisoning. 

An  outbreak  of  Food-poisoning  occurred  in  a certain 
Restaurant  in  Haverfordwest  on  8th  September,  1954.  Ten  per- 
sons who  were  in  the  restaurant  for  luncheon  had  just  finished 
the  soup  course,  when  they  became  ill  with  severe  nausea  and 
vomiting.  Vomiting  came  on  so  rapidly  in  some  cases  that  there 
was  no  time  to  reach  the  toilet.  In  the  majority  of  cases  re- 
covery was  more  or  less  complete  in  a few  hours,  and  certainly 
by  the  following  day. 


19 


Unfortunately  the  remainder  of  the  soup  had  all  been 
destroyed  by  the  time  the  Sanitary  department  was  notified, 
as  had  also  any  specimens  of  vomit.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the 
soup  was  the  cause,  as  other  customers  in  the  restaurant  had 
not  had  the  soup  course,  and  were  perfectly  well.  A further 
factor  incriminating  the  soup  was  that  the  proprietor  had  taken 
a spoonful  of  the  soup,  to  sample  it  prior  to  serving,  and  although 
not  physically  sick,  suffered  a severe  degree  of  nausea. 

The  soup  in  question  was  made  from  Tomato  Paste  (tinned) 
and  Pea  Soup  Powder  (tinned),  and  previously  prepared  stock. 
The  same  stock  was  used  in  the  same  day  for  a different  soup 
without  any  ill-effects.  Hence  it  can  be  exonerated. 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  examination  of  the  Tomato 
Paste  and  Pea  Soup  Powder  proved  to  be  negative. 

A detailed  inspection  of  the  premises  was  made  following  the 
incident.  The  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  was  good. 
A galvanized  iron  bucket,  however,  which  had  been  used  to  hold 
the  suspected  soup  appeared  to  be  in  rather  a bad  state.  The  in- 
terior of  the  bucket  was  extensively  discoloured.  The  hot  soup 
had  been  standing  in  this  bucket  for  approximately  one  hour 
before  serving.  Prior  to  filling  with  soup  the  bucket  had  been 
thoroughly  cleaned  with  detergent. 

An  experiment  was  subsequently  carried  out  on  the  bucket. 
A quart  of  hot  tap  water  was  placed  in  the  bucket  and  the  interior 
scrubbed  with  detergent  for  a few  minutes.  The  contents  were 
then  left  standing  for  twenty-two  hours,  and  then  placed  in  a 
Winchester  Quart  and  forwarded  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  ex- 
amination. The  Analyst  stated  that  the  zinc  content  was  20  parts 
per  million,  and  that  the  pH.  value  of  the  fluid  was  12.0  i.e. 
strongly  alkaline. 

From  this  experiment  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  if  the 
bucket  had  been  thoroughly  washed  prior  to  filling  with  soup,  and 
that  if  hot  soup  with  a pH.  value  much  less  than  12.0  (that  is 
tending  towards  acid  reaction)  had  been  standing  in  it  for  one 
hour,  then  it  is  possible  that  the  zinc  content  may  have  reached 
the  neighbourhood  of  40-50  parts  per  million.  This  would  pro- 
bably be  sufficient  to  account  for  the  illness. 

It  has  been  established  in  literature  that  zinc  poisoning  has 
occurred  from  the  preparation  of  food  containing  fruit  and 
especially  apples  in  galvanized  iron  utensils.  Tomato  paste  is 
used  in  the  making  of  the  suspected  soup,  and  may  have  been 
the  decisive  factor. 

Six  grs.  of  zinc  sulphate  can  be  sufficient  to  act  as  an  emetic. 
In  the  bucket  experiment  the  equivalent  to  .2  grs.  (very  approxi- 
mately) were  isolated.  It  is  quite  feasible  that  under  the  con- 
ditions in  which  the  soup  was  served  that  the  emetic  dose  could 
have  been  obtained. 

SUMMARY. 

An  outbreak  of  Food-Poisoning  occurred  in  Haverfordwest 
in  September,  1954.  The  cause  cannot  be  proved,  but  is  attributable 
to  zinc 

In  view  of  this  a warning  to  all  caterers  regarding  the  danger 
-of  using  galvanized  iron  utensils,  and  particularly  old  ones  in  the 
preparation  of  food  should  be  pointed  out. 

It  should  also  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  caterers  that  when 
an  incident  of  this  kind  occurs,  it  is  imperative  in  everyone’s 
interest  that  samples  of  suspected  food  be  retained  for  analysis. 
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